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Lai Sun Group joins hands with Zhuhai Duty Free Enterprises Group  

to support the industrial development of Hengqin and Macao 

 

 A high-quality integrated shopping tourism destination set to open in 2023 

 

31 May 2022 – Lai Sun GroupNote is delighted to announce that Zhuhai Hengqin Laisun Creative Culture 

City Co., Ltd., a subsidiary of Lai Fung Holdings Limited, has entered into a cooperation agreement with 

Zhuhai Duty Free Enterprises Group Co., Ltd. (“Zhuhai Duty Free Group”) to bring about a duty-free and 

travel retail project in Novotown, the integrated cultural development of Lai Sun Group in Hengqin, 

China. Followed by the overall plan of deepening cooperation between Hengqin and Macao, this new 

project to be operated by Zhuhai Duty Free Group is expected to become an iconic travel retail spot in 

the Hengqin Guangdong-Macao In-Depth Cooperation Zone (“Cooperation Zone”).  

 

Virtual signing ceremony of the cooperation agreement between Dr. Lam Kin Ngok, Peter (left), 

Chairman of Lai Sun Group and Dr. Lu Junsi (right), Chairman of Zhuhai Duty Free Group, attended by 

senior management of both parties 

 

Joining hands to develop Hengqin Guangdong-Macao In-Depth Cooperation Zone 

 

Founded in 1980, Zhuhai Duty Free Group is one of the first wholly state-owned companies approved by 

the State Council to carry out wholesale and retail businesses of duty-free goods in China. It is one of 

the pioneers of the duty-free sector in China. Zhuhai Duty Free Group has practical experiences in 
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operation and management of duty-free, duty-paid and bonded (cross-border) businesses and has 

become one of the leading travel retail operators in China with a particular strength in operating port 

stores in Southeast China. The sales network of Zhuhai Duty Free Group covers Zhuhai, Hong Kong, 

Macao, Tianjin, Hainan, Guangxi, Inner Mongolia and other urban areas.  

 

 

Zhuhai Gongbei Border Duty Free Shop 

 

Lai Sun Group is a Hong Kong based diversified conglomerate and has been actively developing in the 

Guangzhou-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (“Great Bay Area”). Lai Sun Group is confident in the 

cultural and tourism development in Hengqin and has strategically invested and developed Novotown, 

the international integrated tourism project since 2019. Novotown is a five-phase project with a total 

planned development area of approximate 1.46 million square meters serving diversified purposes, 

including but not limited to tourism, culture, art, education, business and entertainment.  

 

This new duty-free and travel retail project of Zhuhai Duty Free Group in Novotown, Hengqin presents 

full support from Zhuhai government for the Cooperation Zone. The cooperation also marks an 

important step forward for Zhuhai Duty Free Group’s exploration of domestic and cross-border growth 

in line with its corporate strategy.  
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Hengqin Novotown Phase I 

 

Outlining new strategy for Hengqin-Macao high-quality consumption market 

 

As a witness, participant and practitioner in the development of the Cooperation Zone, Zhuhai Duty 

Free Group is dedicated to participate in the construction of “Macao and Zhuhai pole”. Its presence in 

different business areas in the Cooperation Zone includes business operation, commercial property, 

cultural operation, asset management, cross-border e-commerce, freight storage, sales of medical 

devices and drugs, medical testing, internet medical and health consulting services and financial 

information services. 

 

 

In this cooperation with Lai Sun Group, Zhuhai Duty Free Group plans to create a high-quality consumer 

experience centre in Novotown anchored by a diversified ecosystem which integrates tax-free and 
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tax-paid businesses. With the core positioning of becoming a “high-quality retailer serving the 

convenience of Hengqin and Macao residents”, it also aims to provide a “freeport consumption + new 

digital retail” platform to the development of Hengqin. 

 

Phase I and Phase II of Novotown feature a mix of leisure and entertainment attractions, including 

Lionsgate Entertainment World®, National Geographic Ultimate Explorer Hengqin, “Wonders of Kung 

Fu”, Hengqin Hyatt Regency hotel and themed retail and dining facilities. This integrated tourism and 

entertainment hub aims to provide a one-stop leisure experience for guests of all ages to enjoy unique 

“day and night” experience in Hengqin. In future, Novotown intends to explore new culture, tourism, 

sports, exhibition, education and healthcare related projects and develop new tourism concepts such as 

“Fashion + Tourism”, “Medicare + Tourism”, “Sports + Tourism”, “Healthcare + Tourism”, “Island + 

Tourism”, which will help promote the development of moderately diversified new industries in Macao. 

 

 

   Lionsgate Entertainment World®      National Geographic Ultimate Explorer Hengqin 

 

              “Wonders of Kung Fu”                 Hengqin Hyatt Regency hotel 

 

Building a high-quality freeport consumer experiential centre 

 

The partnership between Zhuhai Duty Free Group and Lai Sun Group has laid a solid foundation for 

future development. Going forward, with an increasing number of Macao residents living and working 
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in the Cooperation Zone and the implementation of “opening the first line, controlling the second line” 

import and export management system in Hengqin, the two groups aim to build on Novotown’s 

integrated business platform in culture and entertainment, sports, education, commercial, offices and 

hotels, and develop a premium, freeport consumer experience centre to serve the convenience of 

residents in Hengqin and Macao. 

 

Going forward, Zhuhai Duty Free Group and Lai Sun Group will continue to work together across 

multiple sectors. By incorporating the unique advantages of Hong Kong and Macao and the latest 

cultural, fashion, business and retail trend in the Greater Bay Area and mainland China, and developing 

more high-quality cultural and business brands, Zhuhai Duty Free Group and Lai Sun Group are 

confident that these will bring the cultural tourism industry and consumer environment in Greater Bay 

Area into a new era. 

 

It is anticipated that this cooperation has laid a solid foundation for Zhuhai Duty Free Group and Lai Sun 

Group for future partnerships in the duty-free and travel retail market in the Cooperation Zone and is a 

significant step toward boosting new types of consumptions in Hengqin. 

 

Note:  Lai Sun Group comprises five companies listed in Hong Kong, including Lai Sun Garment 

(International) Limited (191 HK), Lai Sun Development Company Limited (488 HK), Lai Fung 

Holdings Limited (1125 HK), eSun Holdings Limited (571 HK) and Media Asia Group Holdings 

Limited (8075 HK). 


